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to govern. Either you must remain here or I must
enlist the English in my interest. Are you disposed to
render me the services which you have rendered hitherto ?
I must do you the justice to say that I am grateful for
them, but it would appear now that you have neither
the power nor the inclination/ "

This is a very important conversation to remember,
for it shows in how critical a state were Salabut Jung's
affairs.   With rivals in his own family and disaffection
amongst his nobles, he was surrounded on all sides by
enemies.   The   Mahrattas   were   yearly   increasing   in
influence, and were stealing every inch of territory that
they could lay hands on.    In Mysore, Hyder Ali was
rising to power, and was casting jealous eyes upon the
Nizam's districts of Bellary and Cuddapah.    Further
south Mahomed Ali was his avowed enemy, and ready
to  take  any  advantage   offered.    Salabut .Jung   was
therefore in a position of great danger, and feared that
if forsaken by the French he would be attacked by all
his enemies at once.   For the present, however, Bussy
was able to show that he had no intention of forsaking
the Nizam, but on the contrary was able to give him
active and useful support.   The Nizam, as Subadar of
the Deccan, was supposed to exercise authority, not only
over the Carnatic, but also over Mysore,  which was
nominally bound to pay him the tribute as the repre-
sentative of the Emperor of Delhi.    This tribute was
seldom paid and only when the Nizam was strong enough
to compel its payment.   Salabut Jung now determined to
make use of his French troops to levy this tribute, and the
opportunity was a good one, since the greater part of the
Mysore army was employed at Trichinopoly.    The only
difficulty was that the French were on terms of alliance